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The great, old and splendid city of Hermes. Hermopolis magna
and the emergence of civic rivalry in Roman Egypt

I. Hermopolis and Antinoopolis within the province of Egypt
1. P. Giss. | 40, col. 2,29f.:

&t 1e kai {o[f] Seucvier vavtia H0n dmod dvactpofic [ro]iertuciig etvon drypoikovg
Aiyvmtiong.

“Moreover, their way of life, which is opposed to a political way of life, shows that they were
rural Egyptians.*

2. Dion. Chrys. 31,111-114:

| yap oieafe Popaiovc obtog slvar okatodg koi duadeic Hote pndev aipgicOar tdv Ho'
adToig £hevbéprov eivon undE kaddv <kdyadov>, GALYL PovresOon uGALOV dvdpamddmv
KPOTEW. [...] GAL' €1 ye oUt 0@Odpa EMGPAANG EGTIV BGTE €K THG TLXOVONG TPOPAGEDS
neplapedijvar, Soviedey LUV T@ Tavti BEATIOV oM. [...] Kol Eymye eainv &v, &l kol yaAendg
axovoeche, KpeltTov VUMV AmaALATTEWY TOVG £V Ppuyig HEGT OOVAEVLOVTOS T TOVG &V AlyDTT®
Kol Apon.

“For you must not suppose that the Romans are so stupid and ignorant as to choose that none
of their subjects should be independent or honourable but would rather rule over slaves. [...]
But if your freedom is in so precarious a state that it can be stripped from you on any petty
pretext, it would in every way be better for you to be slaves forthwith. [...] And I, for my part,
would say, even at the risk of angering you, that slaves in the interior of Phrygia, and those in
Egypt and Libya, fare better than yourselves.”

3. Men. Rhet. 358:

<MG> pact Ty Méuety i 1@ yau tic Appoditmg koi tod ‘Heaictov. vikng 8¢, 0l6v gpact
Vv Ogoocalovikny &mi 11} vikn 1@V Oeocaldv oikioOijval K0 Makedovov: Kol TV €l AKTI®
Nwodmolv Vo Popaiov €ni tf) vikn tf kotd Kieondtpoc.

“They say that Memphis was founded to commemorate the marriage of Aphrodite and

Hephaestus. Victory: Thessalonica was settled by the Macedonians after the victory over the
Thessalians, Nicopolis at Actium by the Romans after the victory over Cleopatra.*

I1. Hermopolis in the 2nd century AD
4. P. Oxy. XLII1 3088:

avtiyp(agpov). Drauiog Titiavog O&upuyyertdv T TOAEL YaipeLy.
amodéyopot VUGG TNV TaTPide KOSUETV Tponpnuévong Kol émtp[é]ne kataokevalew 10
Baraveipy £k T€ TOV 1|01 CLVEILEYUEVOV YpMUdTOV [...].

“Copy. Flavius Titianus to the city of the Oxyrhynchites, greetings. | congratulate you on your
design to beautify your hometown and | permit you to equip the bath from the funds already
collected.”
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5. Tac. Agr. 21:

Namque ut homines dispersi ac rudes eoque in bella faciles quieti et otio per voluptates
adsuescerent, hortari privatim, adiuvare publice, ut templa fora domos extruerent, laudando
promptos, castigando segnis: ita honoris aemulatio pro necessitate erat.

“In order that a population scattered and uncivilised, and proportionately ready for war, might
be habituated by comfort to peace and quiet, he would exhort individuals, assist communities,
to erect temples, market-places, houses: he praised the energetic, rebuked the indolent, and the
rivalry for his compliments took the place of coercion.” (Trans. Hutton/Ogilvie).

I11. The emergence of civic rivalry in Egypt
6. I. Herm. 15:

[Eppovmorer )]

[neyén &]pyaic

Kol Aopmpd

['(Gioc) - 0 kai Ayabivog
5 oLV T@ VI AleEavopw

@ Kol Zopamiovt -

avébnkey - €n” dyadd.

“Gaius, who is also known as Agathinus, and his son Alexandrus, who is also known as
Sarapion, have dedicated this to the city of Hermes, the big, old and shining for the good.”

7. 1Side 130:
Maprxov Avpriiov @1roEevov Zidnqtny, Knipuko
Kol KOUmOOV, iepoveikny, mapadosov,
VEIKNoOVTO, AydVac Tov¢ [Vmoyeyplappévong:
5 [€]v 1] Aopmpotdrn kai Evooém motp[idt TOv] Muotikov
[..]TaxKg, - kol TookamitdAov év Eppov[nolet],
KTA.

,,To Marcus Aurelius Philoxenus from Side, herald and comedian, winner in the games, the
incredible, who has won games below: in his shining and famous fatherland the Mystika ...;
and the Isokapitolia in Hermopolis”

8. P. Oxy. IV 705:
Teynoote pév ovv Kol DG ovtodg Emdnunc[av]teg 1@ £0ver mpdroic petd [InAovoimrac
uetadovrag tig €ig 10 d[uc]actpro[v dud]v eicddov, yvopilet 6 v TOA[v] kai O

Aoum[pota-]toc Aaitog éni te T0ig KahAic[to]ig kol éhe[vOepmTdTovg Exo\vcav/ Tovg
évowo[ov]t[oc ka]i t[pog t0 ta(?)-]ueio[v(?)](?) mekeotdtovs. 61 d[& TodTO TOOTNV] THV
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ol NOEANca unde[dc Evoeeotépav(?)] td[v] nuetépov kataime[iv - ca.1l -]tpn[. Jaunv
Kol Tov¢ VG- €a.13 -] ovk [E]A[a]tTov Attik®dvy popi[ov éx]itd [ .. av-]tog daveilesbai
¢ Kol QUA[doog]oBat kaba Exn[i] tdv Tpotépmv dpiotat, To[v 6¢] o[v]vayouevov t[d]kov
Yopeiv gig Enadia EpnPav 6V mop’ adt[o]i[c] kot &tog dymviovpévav ¢’ oig ka[i] ol
Avt[]v[ogic] vDv aywvilovte

“You yourselves honoured them (i.e. the Oxyrhynchites) when you came to Egypt, by giving
them access to your tribunal first of all after the men of Pelusion. The most illustrious Laetus
knows that the city possesses inhabitants of the best and most generous spirit and most just in
their dealings with the treasury. For this reason | wished to leave this city in no way inferior to
any in our land ... not less than 10.000 Attic drachmai to be lent and kept according to the
former regulations, the accumulated interest to be applied to the ephebic games which they
hold annually, in which the Antinoites now compete.*

9. SB X 10493

M[éap]kog Av[pridioc Awo]vdeiog [TTowAe]ivov an’ [O]Evphyywv mOAemg
ayovodi[kn[c aydvoc] dybévtoc td d1erbovTL ¢ (Eter) Mdapkov Avpni[io]v
Yeovnpov [Are€avdpo]v Kaicapog tod kupiov i iepd £pnpikd icavtivo-
elo e [- ca.12 - ay]dvi tiig a[vt]fig moAewg Jiix 10D ToTpOg AvpnAiov

.[- ca.9 - AvpnAi]o Hpaxhielp 1 Evotapyn Tl avtiic] noAewg yaipsty.

“Markus Aurelius Dionysios son of Paulinus from Oxyrhynchos, judge in the contest, that
was held in the 61 year of Markus Aurelius Severus Alexander Caesar, the lord of the 18"
sacred, ephebic contest of that same town, that equals the one in Antinoupolis, acting on
behalf of his father Aurelius Paulinus from the same town to Aurelius Herakleius, the
Xystarchos of the same town greetings.”

10. P. Harrauer 36,7-9:
1 TOAMTIKT| Ayopd Kad [tpO¢ kKO]opov Thig mOAemg dpio[tov Koo |unua.
,» Lhe political agora is also the best ornament for the decoration of the city.*
11. Philostr. soph. 1,25,2 (532):
TOMV YOp O AQUTPOVEL HEV AyOopa KOl KOTOGKELT] LEYOAOTPETNG Oikodounudtoy [...].
"For the agora and a magnificent arrangement of buildings put the city in the right light."
12. 1. Herm. 81
00T0G O KOGUNGAC TEPIUN<K>EN TElYEL VDV,
oToog aiBovscalg kiovag LYoPOPOLG,

It was him, who decorated the very long walls of the temples and who placed high covered
columns in the porticus [...].
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13. Additional reading:

IG X1V 1102 (=IGUR | 240)
https://inscriptions.packhum.org/text/187874?&bookid=250&location=1696

SB XXVII1 16959,3 (=CdE 79, 2004, 203-208 avec traduction)

https://papyri.info/ddbdp/sb;28:16959?rows=2&start=0&fl=id title&fg=idno led path:16959:
SB:*:hgv&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=0&t=0

CPR XXXV 35, 36, 40-43 (= Corpus Papyrorum Raineri vol. 35, nouvelle édition de M.
Drew-Bear avec traduction francaise) (traduction anglaise in A. C. Johnson, Roman Egypt to
the Reign of Diocletian, Baltimore 1936, pp. 697-701)

https://babel.hathitrust.org/cqgi/pt?id=mdp.39015011033613&view=1up&seq=714

P. Kdln. 1 52-53 (traduction allemande dans I'édition)

https://papyri.info/ddbdp/p.koeln;:1:52?rows=3&start=1&fl=id title&fg=series led path:P.K
%C3%B6In;*:*:hgv&sort=series+asc,volume+asc,item+asc&p=2&t=406

BASP 56, 2019, 117-127 (= P. Mich. Inv. 975, édition anglaise)
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